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Taking time to develop your topic and plan your search strategy will help you work efficiently and effectively. Refer often to this worksheet throughout the research process. Share it with your professor, librarian, and others when you have a question.
	What is the Assignment? How many written pages and sources are required?



	Your Topic Idea:
 



 (
List
 Keywords 
here:
Points of View Reference Center
Open the database &
 find your topic. Scan the ‘Point’ 
and 
‘Counterpoint’ articles
 for more keywords
.
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	What do you want to know about your Topic? (Turn your Topic into a Research Question.)






	Answer ‘Yes’ (pro/point)
1.

2.

3.

4.

	Answer ‘No’ (con/counterpoint)
1.

2.

3.

4.


	 (
                       
Over
 ….
)  		This is the beginning of your outline, and will be expanded and modified as you research.
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	Pick your side (Yes or No) and Respond to the Research Question. 







	This is an initial draft of your thesis statement, and can be enhanced and fine-tuned as you research.



Exercise I – Points of View Reference Center (Library Database)
1. Find the Bibliography at the bottom of one of the articles you are interested in.  Write down the details (title, author, date, website address) of one other source you may want to check out later. 



2.  Spend some time looking at the other resources available in this database. (e.g., Look for the tabs at the top of the page labeled ‘Periodicals’, ‘Transcripts’, ‘Primary Research’).


Exercise 2 – Academic Search Premier (Library Database)

3. Use some of the keywords you identified on the reverse side to search for articles within this database.
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